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SUBJECT: FRANCO'S CONDITION WORSENS; TRANSITION MAY OCCUR 
SOON. - BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 
REF: TOSEC 160297 

1- EMBASSY MADRID AND WIRE SERVICE REPORTS INDICATE THAT 
FRANCO HAS SUFFERED NEW HEART ATTACK AND MAY HAVE LITTLE 
TIME TO LIVE. JUAN CARLOS SENT THE COUNT OF MOTRICO 
TO BRIEF STABLER ON THE ELABORATE SCENARIO DEVELOPED TO 
GET FRANCO TO TRANSFER HIS POWERS PERMANENTLY TO THE PRINCE 
(REFTEL). WIRE SERVICE REPORTS SEEM TO CONFIRM THAT THE 
SCENARIO IS BEGINNING TO UNFOLD. 

2. THE TIMING WOULD BE, ACCORDING TO JUAN CARLOS' EMISSARY, 
THAT FRANCO WOULD SIGN THE DECREE BY OCT. 24 THE CORTES 
WOULD BE CONVOKED WITHIN 24 HOURS TO BE INFORMED, AND AS 
EARLY AS MONDAY JUAN CARLOS COULD BE SWORN IN AS KING OF 
SPAIN. 

3. WHILE WE HAVE NO OTHER HARD INFORMATION AT THIS TIME, 

THE PRESENT STORY HAS RING OF TRUTH IN ITS ALLUSIONS 
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MARQUES OF VILLA VERDE, WHO AS ONE OF ATTENDING 
PHYSICIANS OUGHT TO KNOW DIRECTLY HOW FRANCO IS DOING. 

4. IN PREPARATION FOR THIS COURSE OF EVENTS, WE WILL 
BE SENDING SEPARATELY DRAFT MESSAGES AND STATEMENTS 
FOR USE IF THE SUCCESSION INDEED TAKES PLACE AS A TRANSFER 
RATHER THAN AS THE RESULT OF FRANCO S DEATH. INGERSOLL 
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